Goldsmiths envy.
[A.D. 1773.
necessary to its elucidation, should the proprietor perversely oppose it. For the general good of the world, therefore, whatever valuable work has once been created by an authour, and issued out by him, should be understood as no longer in his power, but as belonging to the publick; at the same time the authour is entitled to an adequate reward. This he should have by an exclusive right to his work for a considerable number of years1.'
He attacked Lord Monboddo's strange speculation on the primitive state of human nature"; observing,' Sir, it is all conjecture about a thing useless, even were it known to be true. Knowledge of all kinds is good. Conjecture, as to things useful, is good; but conjecture as to what it would be useless to know, such as whether men went upon all four, is very idle.'
On Monday, May 9", as I was to set out on my return to Scotland next morning, I was desirous to see as much of Dr. Johnson as I could. But I first called on Goldsmith to take leave of him. The jealousy and envy which, though possessed of many most amiable qualities, he frankly avowed, broke out violently at this interview. Upon another occasion, when Goldsmith confessed himself to be of an envious disposition, I contended with Johnson that we ought not to be angry with him, he was so candid in owning it. ' Nay, Sir, (said Johnson,) we must be angry that a man has such a superabundance of an odious quality, that he cannot keep it within his own breast, but it boils over.' In my opinion, however, Goldsmith, had not more of it than other people have, but only talked of it freely4.
1 See ante, i. 506.
3 Hume, on Feb. 24 of this year, mentioned to Adam Smith as a late publication Lord Monboddo's Origin and Progress of Language;—'It contains all the absurdity and malignity which I suspected; but is writ with more ingenuity and in a better style than I looked for.' J. H. Burton's Hume, ii. 466. See ante, ii. 85.
3  Monday was May 10.
4  See ante, i. 478.  Percy wrote of Goldsmith's envy:—' Whatever appeared of this kind was a mere momentary sensation, which he knew not how, like other men, to conceal.'   Goldsmith's Misc. Works, i. 117.
He metaphysical, says \—'In Shakespeare it means sttpernatiiral or preternatural.' ' Creation' being beyond the nature of man, the right derived from it is preternatural or metaphysical.
